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Grant Will Supply Hybrid Electric Trucks for Recycling Program
In Wayne County, recycling trucks not only collect materials to be made into new products, but soon they may be diesel/electric hybrids.  On behalf of Wayne County, the Western Finger Lakes Authority has just submitted an application for a NYSERDA grant that if awarded, will provide money to assist in the purchase of five new diesel/electric hybrid recycling trucks.  The funds are part of the federal stimulus program.  

The grant requires that funding be used to increased diversion of materials from landfills or incinerators.  Grant funds must also be used to purchase products that are made in the United States.
Western Finger Lakes Authority Administrator Sharon Lilla described the proposal, “Wayne County has been a leader in recycling for a long time.  Establishing a hybrid diesel/electric collection fleet is the logical next step in environmental leadership.  The trucks will provide more materials for the recycling system, reduce emissions and fuel consumption, increase the tonnage of materials diverted from landfilling and hopefully serve as an example for others to follow.  The increased capacity of each new truck will allow the Authority to continue to improve recycling service in Wayne County.  And finally, purchasing from American manufacturers is the right thing to do.”

These new diesel electric hybrid trucks, with mileage ratings 2 to 3 times higher than their diesel counterparts, will replace several older and less fuel efficient models.  The additional trucks will provide the necessary vehicles so that curbside recycling collection could actually go from an every-other-week schedule to a weekly schedule.  The trucks will be equipped with 
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larger volume collection boxes to manage increased recycling volumes.  Hybrid electric technology will reduce costs and greenhouse gas emissions associated with diesel fuel consumption.

Changing from a bi-weekly collection to a weekly collection has already been proved to result in increased recycling.  According to a report published by US EPA, Worchester, Massachusetts, switched from a biweekly to a weekly collection of recyclables in 1996.  The rate of recycling went from under 50 percent to almost 60 percent under the new schedule.  In another example, in the City of St. Paul, Minnesota, Eureka! Recycling undertook an extensive study of a 
variety of recycling scenarios.  The study report concluded that the best system in terms of capital costs, customer satisfaction, and program results (increased diversion to recycling of materials) was one in which residents used an 18-gallon container (similar to the Wayne County Blue Boxes), separated their materials into two recycling groups (paper and containers) and had weekly collection.  This system resulted in a 26% increase in materials collected and greater satisfaction among the participants.  

Program results in Wayne County demonstrate a consistent 98.2 percent landfill diversion rate.  This means that only 1.8 percent of the materials collected in the Wayne County recycling program end up in a landfill, one of the most successful and impressive diversion rates in the state.
If you have questions or concerns about the Wayne County curbside recycling program, please contact the Western Finger Lakes Authority by phone at 1.800.724.3867, or on our webpage at www.wfingerlakesauthority.org.  Follow us on Twitter at WFLArecycle.
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