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TerraCycle, Elmer´s Glue team up to increase recycling

A recycling company and a staple of school supplies for generations have teamed up to increase recycling, especially of materials not collected in most recycling programs. TerraCycle and Elmer´s Glue have launched a new partnership to increase recycling at school buildings.  The Elmer’s Glue Crew Recycling Program encourages classrooms nationwide to actively learn about recycling by collecting empty Elmer’s glue bottles and glue sticks.  Elmer’s Glue has partnered with recycling company TerraCycle to collect more materials.

Classrooms can win prizes along the way for their participation including a special year-end Grand Prize. As part of a special program, starting on Earth Day and running through the end of the school year, teachers and parents can also take their boxes of clean "empties" to the nearest Wal-Mart store and drop them off with the people greeter. 

According to the website, “The Elmer's Glue Crew Recycling Program® is now partnering with TerraCycle™ to provide teachers with another method to keep these materials out of landfills. TerraCycle will upcycle the plastic from Elmer's products into innovative new products! If you are a member of the Elmer's Glue Crew Recycling program, you can become an Elmer's Glue 

Crew Brigade™ member as well! The Elmer's Glue Crew Brigade is open to members of the Elmer's Glue Crew Recycling Program. Participation in the Elmer's Glue Crew 
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Brigade is very easy and entirely free – just sign up for the Elmer's Glue Crew Brigade. Follow the instructions and save your empty glue bottles and glue sticks!”  Check  the website www.elmersgluecrew.coml”

Through the Brigades, TerraCycle and its sponsors help schools or other community groups raise money for a charitable organization of the collector´s choice, which can include his or her own school. Participation is free and all shipping costs are paid. To date, more than 70 million juice pouches, 11 million cookie wrappers and 500,000 energy bar wrappers were kept out of landfills. TerraCycle and its sponsors paid almost $500,000 dollars to more than 50,000 schools or non-profits. Schools can sign up for the Glue Crew Recycling Program at TerraCycle´s Web site, www.terracycle.net/brigades. 

In addition to the Elmer´s bottles and sticks, kids and adults can collect juice pouches, cookie wrappers, granola bags and much more. The entire list of Brigades is available at www.terracycle.net. 


TerraCycle is an innovative company started by a college student who developed a business plan based on recycling.  TerraCycle has continued to add to its product line, recovering thousands of food wrappers and making them into unique products.


By participating in the program, students can gain experience in recycling while earning cash for their schools.  For more information check the websites for Elmer’s Glue (www.elmersgluecrew.com) or TerraCycle (www.terracycle.net).


For more information about recycling in Wayne and Yates Counties, please call the Western Finger Lakes Solid Waste Management Authority, 1.800.724.3867.  Or check the website (www.wfingerlakesauthority.org).
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